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Mathematics 
From the Birth of Numbers

This is one of those hefty references you don’t need
to own; you just need to know where to find it. It’s
like an oracle; if you want to know what some
obscure mathematical concept or theorem is (What’s
a Cantor Set?), you go here. The book has wit and
humor; you’ll need persistence.

—KK

The Complete Home
Learning Source Book

Herein is the richest trove of home schooling and
self-educational resources I’ve seen anywhere.
Thousands of textbooks, software, games, journals,
and books—all gallantly reviewed and evaluated by
a homeschool mom who must never sleep. 

—KK

The Complete 
Home Learning Source Book
Rebecca Rupp
1998, 865 pages
$30
Three Rivers Press

Great Courses on Tape

The concept is exquisite. Scour the world for the
best professors and record their lectures. Paying
customers get world-class university courses, at less
than world-class university prices, while attending
the class at their convenience. The one course I
audited this way (while driving) was Robert
Greenberg’s celebrated forty-eight lessons on How
to Understand and Listen to Great Music—and it
was absolutely superb. No, it was stellar. More than
a music appreciation class, it was a view of western
civilization through music. Professionally recorded,
lively, insightful, fast-paced, authoritative, and memo-
rable. What more could you want from college on a
cassette? The Teaching Company catalog lists an
eclectic range of other seminars; I’d love to hear rec-
ommendations from others. One caveat: these
courses seem expensive for many individuals. But
they are a) way cheap for college, and b) way cheap 
by the tape (most courses are at least forty or so
tapes). You can also check your library, which is
where I borrow mine from, or form a course club to
share costs.

—KK

Great Courses on Tape
The Teaching Company
7405 Alban Station Court, Suite A-107
Springfield, VA 22150
800/832-2412

How to Flatter
Sage advice that really works.

• Never offer a compliment and ask a favor at
the same time.

• Don’t be afraid to flatter people you think
already get enough.

• Never give the same compliment to different
people.

• Never be candid when a person asks you to
be candid.

• Locate a weakness and praise its opposite.

From:
You’re Too Kind
A Brief History of Flattery
Richard Stengel
2000, 320 pages
$25
Simon & Schuster

Mathematics
From the Birth of Numbers
Jan Gullberg
1997, 1,093 pages
$50
W.W. Norton

A cycloid is the curve generated by a point on the circumference
of a circle which rolls on a straight line in its plane.

The Conical Helix

The conical helix is a three-dimensional curve formed as
if lying on a right circular cone, where it cuts the genera-
tors of the surface at a constant angle a.


